
Celebrating the 2015-2016 School Year 
 

There is much to celebrate this year!  The items below are just a small sampling of the incredible 
accomplishments of this past school year.  Along with what you see listed, we also celebrate all 

of the wonderful things that happen each and every day in every classroom, in every school, and 
in every department.  Thank you all for the hard work and dedication you put forth day in and 
day out for our kids and for each other! 

 
 

In our Schools 
 

  
 
Fifth graders at Wolfle Elementary, armed with conflict resolution skills, assist on the 

playground 

 
Thanks to the generosity of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe and 

the Wolfle PTSA, all the Wolfle Elementary fifth graders headed to 
Heronswood for a day of “Mediator Training” in October.  It is the 
first time that an entire class has been a part of the program.  They 

spent the day in team-building activities, active listening sessions, 
and conflict resolution training and role-plays.  Once back at the 
school, these students worked in teams of two or three Mediators 

during recess.  
For over twenty years, fifth grade students at Wolfle Elementary 

have been selected to assist on the playground during younger grade 
recesses as Mediators.  Mediators work on a schedule and are 
identified by a vest they wear.  They may be asked by playground 

supervisors to assist, may see a need to step in, or students may 
seek them out for assistance.  The goal is to help younger students 

learn how to work together when they have an issue. 

 
 

 At Pearson Elementary, Family STEM Nights had excellent participation 

throughout the year. 

 

 The Poulsbo Middle School music program had great participation this year. 

 

 The Kingston Middle School Band took the top award at the Victoria Day Parade in 

Victoria, BC, out-performing all middle and high school bands from the US and 

Canada. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Kindness Matters! 

 

Kindness Matters! 3rd and 4th graders from Suquamish 
Elementary's AGATE program packed emergency bags 
for Kitsap Foster Care Association on June 10th. The 

bags are filled with supplies for kids who need to be 
moved to foster care without time to pack a bag. These 
students raised money for this by doing good deeds and 

and having a "Jump for Joy" jump rope drive. At last 
count they surpassed the $2400 mark! Thanks kids, and 

thanks Mrs. Fairchild and Mrs. Taylor for nurturing their 
compassion! 
 

 
 

 

 

 A LEO Club was added to Kingston Middle School.  LEO Clubs are sponsored by 

the Lion’s Club and provide youth with the opportunity to feel the rewards of 

community service. 

 

 Link and WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) peer mentoring for incoming 6th and 9th 

graders now at all secondary schools in the district. 

 

 

 

 

Kingston Middle School receives National recognition 

for tolerance 

 

Kingston Middle School became one of just 91 Mix-it-

Up Model Schools in the nation, and one of two in 
Washington.  The Southern Poverty Law Center’s 
Teaching Tolerance program named Kingston Middle 

School as a Mix It Up Model School for its exemplary 
efforts to foster respect and understanding among its 

students and throughout its campus during the 2015-16 
school year. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/kitsapfostercare/


 
 

 

 Healing of the Canoe curriculum was piloted at Kingston Middle School. 

 

 The Native American Education Program is creating a North Kitsap School District 

Native Culture Kit which will be a traveling museum box.  The kit was made 

possible with funding from the Schools Foundation.  The NAEP also funded and 

donated over 100 Native American titles for all ten school libraries to ensure staff 

and students have access to culturally appropriate and up-to-date resources. 

 
 

 

 

Steady as she Goes 

 
Tuesday, May 31st, NKSD Native American 

Education Program and Kingston High School 
unveiled a mural spanning the library featuring 
Coast Salish design and Buccaneer spirit. 

Local artist and Port Gamble S’Klallam tribe 
member, and 1992 NKHS Graduate, Jeffrey 
Veregge was commissioned to design a mural 

for the Kingston High School Library last 
fall.  Jeffrey worked with KHS students to 

capture design elements that were important to 
them, and has designed a 5’ by 90’ mural.  This 
is his largest work ever.   This mural was made 

possible by the NKSD Native American Education Program and a grant from Port Madison 
Enterprises. 

 
 

 

 

First Graders collect 105 pound of treats for troops! 

 

While most kids are busy inhaling the treats they got trick-or-
treating, and parents are sneaking a nibble, kids at Gordon 

Elementary were fast a work collecting Halloween candy for 
local troops.  This is the third year that Mrs. Sanman has spear-
headed the collection, and this year was especially bountiful. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Washington State Finance Challenge  

  
Eight Kingston High School students placed in the Washington State Financial Literacy 
Challenge held last week.  The challenge is an 

online 30-minute rapid-fire exam on earning 
income and protecting and insuring, using 
credit and buying goods and services, saving 

and financial investing, and budgeting. 
Congratulations to the following: 

 Izumi Nance and Sorana Nance tied 

for First Place 

 Lena Musselman and Amelia 

Summers tied with 3 other students 

for Third Place 

 Jordan Cook, Adriana Mendoza-

Ackerly, Sam Tippie and Jacob Fundak received Honorable Mention 

These students had the highest average student score in the state, and received four of the top 
eight awards. 

 
 
 

 
Student Artwork Recognized at Regional Level – 

Moved on to State 

  
Students from Kingston High School and North 

Kitsap High School were recognized at the 43rd 
Regional High School Art Show on Friday, March 
4th.  Winners from the Regional show are entered 

into the Annual Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction High School Art Show. 

  
Five of the seven pieces selected as regional 
winners were from North Kitsap and Kingston High 

School students and advanced to the state level 
show.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Kingston High School Boys 200 Medley Relay Team 

Win State Championship! 

 

Congratulations 200 Medley Relay State Champions! 
What a great, record breaking season for these boys.  
4th place in State overall for the Bucs swim team.  

Coach Mark Van Huis is excited to see what the future 
holds for this young group of swimmers. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

NKHS Sophomore Danya Wallis and the NKHS 

Girls Tennis Team take State Titles! 

 

Congratulations Danya Wallis and the NKHS Tennis 
team for bringing home the championship! Danya is 
two for two!! Go Vikings!! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Our People 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

North Kitsap Teacher of the Year Foundation 

 

Katherine Wood, second grade teacher at Wolfle 

Elementary, and Terry Duncan, sixth grade math 
teacher at Poulsbo Middle School, were awarded the 

North Kitsap Teacher of the Year award, which is 
awarded by the foundation.  Congratulations! 
 

 
 

 
  
Teacher of the Year! 

 

Theresa Holland-Schmid, an English and History teacher at Kingston 
High School, was named the 2016 Regional Teacher of the Year for the 

Olympic Education Service District.  Holland-Schmid was one of nine 
teachers in the state selected as finalists for the Washington State 

Teacher of the Year.  The finalists were recognized at a ceremony in 
October at the EMP Museum in Seattle.  
 

 
 

 Professional Development – A New Professional Development Committee was formed 
to provide a voice for teachers as professional development experiences are designed.  A 
PD survey, based on standards for professional learning, is being used consistently 

following district-wide events.  We have building-based professional development.  With 
a DoDEA Grant, a plan has been rebooted to provide professional development, coaching 
and collaboration for secondary science teachers. 

 
 We established a new teacher induction program called BEST (Beginning Educator 

Support Team). 

 

 Our Elementary P.E. Professional Learning Community meets regularly. 

 

 The Elementary TOSA (Teacher on Special Assignment) meetings have been 

focused and meaningful. 

 

 Leadership teams at every building are up and running! 



 

 We revised and simplified the elementary report card in order to improve 

communication with our parents and reduce workload for our teachers. 

 

 We provided several Since Time Immemorial trainings for both elementary and 

secondary school staff 

 

 

 

 

 
Two Teachers Earn National Board Certification 

 

North Kitsap School District is proud to announce two 
teachers who have earned the highest credential 

available to American educators by recently becoming 
a National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) through 

the National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards and a National Board Certified Behavioral 
Analyst.  Congratulations Trang McGillivray and Star 

Butterton! 
 
 

 
 Staffing allocations were provided earlier in the school year, allowing for early 

hires. 

 

 Human Resources and staff attended job fairs with the North Kitsap Education 

Association. 

 

 Several union contracts were approved this year. 

 

 A new Maintenance and Operations Director was hired – Welcome Jason Rhoads! 

 

 We offered on-line check in for returning students for the 2016-17 school year to 

gain more accurate building numbers to ensure adequate staffing. 

 

 The Native American Education Program sponsored Jim Sporleder and the Trauma 

Informed Schools presentation. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Our Growth 

 

 
 

 
 

Two Schools Earn State’s Top Honors 

 

Two North Kitsap Schools have received 

Washington Achievement Awards, which honor top 
performing schools in the state.  The Washington 
Achievement Award recipients are the highest 

performing schools in the state based on three years 
of academic information as reported in the 

Washington Achievement Index.    
High Progress Award Winner:  David 

Wolfle Elementary 

  
Special Recognition – English Language Acquisition Award Winner:  Vinland 

Elementary 

 
 Wolfle Elementary is in the top 10% of schools making the most progress in reading or English 

Language Arts and math combined over a three-year period.  The progress score is an average of 
both Achievement and Improvement over the period. Vinland Elementary is in the top 5% of 
schools based on results from the Washington English Language Proficiency Assessment. 

 
 

 
 Student Learning increased as measured by SBA and STAR assessments. 

 

 We have seen STAR assessment growth this year – Through mid-year, schools were 

already at or near their year-end goals! 

 

 The Achievement Gap is narrowing. 

 

 Our District Improvement Plan and School Improvement Plans are aligned. 

 

 

 
 

North Kitsap High School Ranks Nationally 

 

North Kitsap High School has earned national recognition on the 

U.S. News & World Report Best High Schools List for the 
second year in a row.  This year North Kitsap High School moved 

up in ranking from a bronze medal to a silver medal.  North Kitsap 
High School ranked 53rd out of 477 high schools in Washington 
State, and in the top 8% of schools ranked nationally. 



Supporting Learning 

 

 

 

 
 

Supporting Learning Through Curriculum – An extensive English Language Arts Adoption 
process involving teachers from around the district resulted in Board adoption of a highly 
aligned, research based tool for teachers.  The Instructional Materials Committee (IMC) 

conducted a staff survey and used the information to implement a prioritized adoption cycle.  
New instructional materials have been provided to elementary LAP support.  Our CTE 
department has created pathway goals for the future. 

 
Supporting Learning Through Behavior and Discipline – 

We now have Academic/Behavioral coaches at all schools.  
PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports) has been 
implemented at Tier 1.  We aligned the discipline codes across 

all schools to ensure consistency.  Discipline data was shared 
with school staff in an effort to minimize discipline issues.  

Consistency in our discipline forms has been supported through 
appeals.  Paraeducators were hired to support students on special education buses. 
 

Supporting Learning Through Assessment and Data – We have consistent assessment 
expectations across the district, including STAR testing three times per year.  All students in 
grades 9-11 took the PSAT this year.  Upgrades to our technology and increased support helped 

the implementation of this year’s Smarter Balanced Testing.  Throughout the year, our staff has 
had a focused effort on using data to guide and improve our instruction. 

Supporting Learning Through Highly Capable Learning – The Highly Capable Services for 
NKSD has joined the West Sound Highly Capable Consortium.  Through this partnership, we 
have been able to offer four professional developments for teachers at no cost.  Highly Capable 

has also implemented systems-wide improvement, 
particularly in the screening and identification of 

students eligible for services. 
 
Supporting Learning Through Alternative 

Education – We have developed a comprehensive 
multi-year Alternative Learning Program for our 
district.  High schools received extra sections to 

support students who have failed classes.  A well-
rounded Summer Learning Program is being 

offered to all students.  We have a blended learning 
system for Parent Assisted Learning which 
includes a viable and guaranteed curriculum for grades K-12. 

 
Supporting Learning Though Facilities – A new heating system is being installed at Poulsbo 

Elementary School.  Kingston Middle School had a new rood installed.  Technology upgrades 
occurred throughout the district. 
 



 
 

Our Community 
 

 
 
District Refinanced Bonds, Saves tax payers 1 Million Dollars 

 

North Kitsap School District has refinanced its outstanding bonds, saving 

taxpayers a total of one million dollars over the next three years.  The district 
refinanced the bonds in order to take advantage of lower interest rates.  
 The North Kitsap School Board accomplished these savings by approving the 

issuance of an amount not to exceed $14,250,000 in refunding bonds at its 
regular meeting held on September 24, 2015.  The district has been actively 

monitoring bond market conditions and recent low interest rates allowed the 
district to exceed its savings target.  Interest rates averaged 1.03% on the new bonds compared to 
5.125% on the old debt.  The last bond refinance was in September of 2011. 

 
 
 

 
Kingston High School Alumni First Marine ever chosen to fly 

F-35 out of flight school 

 

Kingston High School Alumni, First Lt. Taylor Zehrung, has been 

chosen to be the first Marine to pilot an advanced new fighter jet 
right out of flight school. Zehrung is a 2008 graduate of KHS - which was the first graduating 

class of the school. Congratulations! 
 

 

 
  

 We had community, parent and staff participation in several committees 

throughout the year that provided solid recommendations for several key areas of 

the district. 

 

 The Native American Education Program sponsored school-wide and community 

events like November’s Living Voices: Native Vision, Of Cedar and Salmon, Jim 

Sporleder and Paper Tigers, Native American Honoring Ceremony and Cattail 

Weaving in collaboration with the Burke Museum.  

 
 
 

 
 
 



North Kitsap Schools Foundation funds over $59,000 in grants for NKSD Educational 

Programs 

  
The North Kitsap Schools Foundation awarded more than $59,000 in 

grants on November 18th at a Celebration of Learning event that also 
showcased past award recipients and thanked the foundation’s 
community partners. 

  
The 2015-16 grants will fund a wide variety of projects, including 
updated science equipment for both high schools, a traveling museum 

box with artifacts to teach Northwest tribal history and a physical education curriculum at 
Poulsbo Elementary designed to improve academic achievement as well as fitness.  

 
By the end of the 2016-17 year, NK Schools Foundation awarded approximately $80,000 in 
grants! 

 
 

 
 
Community Bus Tour braves the stormy weather 

 

December 10th, a dozen community members visited Pearson 
Elementary and North Kitsap High on a bus tour.  The agenda included 

breakfast conversation with Supt. Page, touring classrooms with 
students, question and answer time with principals, and of course, a bus 

ride! Look for more in 2016-17! 
 
 

 

 

 
Kingston High School Marching Band performed on historic floating pep rally! 

 

For the Kingston High School Buccaneer Marching Band, 
Monday, October 5th was about so much more than a Monday 
Night Seahawks game at home.   

  
It was about leading the first-ever Washington State Ferry Pep 

Rally!   Band Director Tom Guenther was contacted by the 
WSF just days before to provide the entertainment for the pep 
rally aboard the 1:45 Bremerton-Seattle ferry run for the historic pep rally. 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations on a great year! 



Interested in staying connected with us? 

 
 Join our community list and receive email updates by sending an email to 

communications@nkschools.org 
 

 Visit our website at www.nkschools.org 
 

 Follow us on Facebook – North Kitsap School District 

 
 

 Interested in being on future committees?  Email communications@nkschools.org and 
we will let you know when opportunities are available 

mailto:communications@nkschools.org
http://www.nkschools.org/
mailto:communications@nkschools.org

